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"I think I have been in error as to your feeling. Ton
say that it is yonr decided preference to continue yonr
present work. This I had not understood. On the con-
trary, I gathered that what you really wanted to do was
to go on the bench, and that my urging was in the line of
your inclination, but in a matter in which you were in doubt
as to your duty.

"My dear Will, it is preeminently a matter in which no
other man can take the responsibility of deciding for you
what is best for you to do. Nobody could decide for me
whether I should go to the war or stay as Assistant Secre-
tary of the Navy. Nobody could decide for me whether I
should accept the Vice Presidency or try to continue as
governor. In each case it is the man himself who is to
lead his life after having decided one way or the other. No
one can lead that life for him, and neither he nor any one
else can afford to have any one else make the decision for
him, because the vital factor in the decision must be an
equation of the man himself.

"So far as I am personally concerned, I could not put
myself in your place, because I am not a lawyer, and would
under no circumstances, even if I had been trained for a
lawyer, hav^ any leaning toward the bench; so in your case
I should, as a matter of course, accept the three years of
service in the War Department, dealing with the Panama
and Philippine questions, and then abide the event as to
whether I became President or continued in public life in
some less conspicuous position or went back to the prac-
tice of law.

"But I appreciate, as every thoughtful man must, the
importance of the part to be played by the Supreme Court
in the next 25 years. I don't at all like the social condi-
tions at present The dull, purblind folly of very rich men,
their greed and arrogance, and the way in which they have
unduly prospered by the help of the ablest lawyers, and,
too often through the weakness and short-sightedness of
the judges, or by their unfortunate possession of meticu-
lous minds; these facts, and the corruption in business and